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Amendment dated September 7, 2005 
Reply to Office Action of June 7, 2005 

REMARKS 

As an initial matter. Applicants request that the Examiner acknowledge 
consideration of the references submitted in the Information Disclosure Statement 
dated July 28, 2005 by initialing and returning the PTO/SB08 form with the next Office 
Action. 

Claims 14-38 remain pending. Claims 1-13 and 39 were previously canceled. 
Claims 14, 19, 32, 33 ad 38 have been amended. Reconsideration and withdrawal of all 
outstanding objections and rejections are respectfully requested in light of the foregoing 
amendments and the following remarks. 

The Office Action acknowledged that claims 19-22, 26, 28, 30, and 31 contain 
allowable subject matter and would be allowable if rewritten in independent form. 
Claim 19 has been rewritten in independent claim. Claim 19 is submitted to be in 
condition for allowance. Claims 20-22, 26, 28, 30 and 31 each depend from claim 19 and 
are therefore also submitted to be allowable. 

Claims 14-18, 23-25, 27, 29 and 32 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as 
being anticipated by U.S. Patent No. 5,432,769 to Honjo. 

Claim 14 has been amended to recite the act of "receiving second data to be 
recorded from a host, and storing said second data to be recorded in a memory before 
encoding, while maintaining said encoded data in said device" during a pause 
operation. Similarly, independent claim 32 has been amended to recite a circuit for 
encoding information to be written comprising, inter alia, "an input for receiving 
information to be encoded from a memory." 
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Honjo does not teach or suggest all of the limitations of the claimed 
invention. Unlike the claimed invention, Honjo does not teach or suggest a buffer 
memory that temporarily stores data from a host. Specifically, Honjo does not teach 
"receiving second data to be recorded from a host" or "an input for receiving 
information to be encoded from a memory" as recited by claims 14 and 32. 

For at least these reasons, withdrawal of the rejection is requested. Claims 
15-18, 23-25, 27, and 29 depend from claim 14 and contain all of the limitations recited 
therein. Each of these claims is also allowable for at least these reasons. 

Claim 38 stands rejected imder 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by U.S. 
Patent No. 5,532,991 to Sasaki. Claim 38 relates to an encoding circuit comprising: "a 
memory; and a CIRC encoder for receiving information from said input and for 
generating encoded data, said encoded data being stored in said memory." 

Sasaki does not teach or suggest all of the limitations recited by claim 38. 
Unlike the claimed invention, Sasaki teaches a technology in which data follow a path 
from an AUDIO SIGNAL ENCODER 14 to RAM 13 to EFT/CIRC ENCODER 8 in this 
order. Thus, Sasaki does not teach or suggest a "CIRC encoder for receiving 
information from said input and for generating encoded data" that is stored in a 
memory as recited by claim 38. For at least these reasons, withdrawal of the rejection is 
requested. 

Claims 33-38 stand rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being anticipated by 
U.S. Patent No. 5,463,607 to Roth et al. Claims 33 and 34 recite a circuit comprising: "an 
input buffer for receiving and storing data" and "an encoding buffer" for storing 
encoded data. Similarly, claim 38 has been amended to recite "an input for receiving 
information to be encoded from an input buffer; a memory; and a CIRC encoder for 
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receiving information from said input and for generating encoded data, said encoded 
data being stored in said memory; and wherein said encoding circuit supports a pause 
condition which maintains the contents of said memory/' 



independent claims 33, 34 and 38. Specifically, the claimed invention recites both an 
input buffer for storing data and for sending information to be encoded to an input of 
an encoding circuit and a separate memory which can maintain encoded data during a 
pause condition for said circuit. Roth does not teach both a buffer memory that 
temporarily stores data from a host and a memory that stores encoded data during a 
pause operation, as in the claimed invention. For at least these reasons. Roth does not 
anticipate the claimed invention. 



Roth does not teach or suggest all of the claim limitations recited by 



Claims 35-37 depend from claim 34 and contain every limitation recited 



therein. For at least these reasons, claims 35-37 are also allowable. 



In view of the above amendment, applicant believes the pending application 



is in condition for allowance. 



Dated: September 7, 2005 
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